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1 : States General 
ET 
Iliis Majeſty, 


Due Thirteenth of May 1701. 


STR, | 
INCE the Proteſtation we made to Your Majeſty, in our laſt Letter of 
the 23d of April, not to enter into any Negotiation with France, but in 
Concert with Exeland; We have judged it proper to ask Count d Awmnx, 
Ambaſſador Ext aordinary from his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, it he was in- 
clined and Authorized to enter again upon the Negotiation, in the manner 
it was begun joyntly with the Miniſter of Your: Majeſty, as Your Majeſty 
will ſee by our Reſolution of the 24 ot this Month, here incloſed : Count 
q Avanx having ſent to his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, after the Return of His 
Expreſs, preſented a Memorial, of which we likewiſe add a ©opy to this 
Letter. We immediatly communicated it tor. Stanbope, Ic ur M. jeſties En- 
voy extraordinary, and after having conſulted with him about it, We found 
ſome Things obſcure in the ſaid Memorial, which made Us doubt of the 
true Meaning of it; Therefore We thought it nec2ffary to acquaint the ſaid 
Count & Au with the Letter we bad the Honour to Write to Your Ma- 
zeſty the 23d of April laſt paſt;zS& that we were Engaged not to take any Mea- 
ſures in the Negotiations, but in Concert with Your Majeſty. Count d A- 
vaux made Anſwer to our Deputies, That he was come hither to Treat about 
the 
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the Means of Preſerving the General Feace, and Eſt: bliſhing Our particular 
Safety; That it We would Concert thereupon with Your Majeſty, he had 


nothing to Object againſt ii and that he was content that Jour Majeſties 


Envoy ſhould aſſiſt at the conferences which are to be held upon that Sub- 
ject: But that he was not at all Authorized to enter into Negotiation with 


him about the Concerns of England, which were to be Treated elſewhete: 


To which our Deputies repreſented, that in the Preſervation ofthe General 


:ace,in which Your Majeſty is equally concerned with Us, our Safety could 


no ways be ſeparated from that of England ; that the Intereſt therein was 


common to both the two Nations; and that in the preſent Neyotiation, Your 


Majeſty could not, without doing You wrong, be looked upon otherwiſe 
than as a Principal Party, as well as We. But notwithſtanding the many In- 
ſtances, and all the Reaſons Our Deputies could alledge, Count 4 4vaxx 
perſiſted in his aforeſaid Anſwer, ſaying, That he had no other Orders 3 
That he would ſend Our Reſolution ( of which Your Majeſty will find here- 
with a Copy) to the Court of France, without giving the leaſt hopes of re- 
ceiving an Anſwer agreeable to our Sence of Matters. Upon the Report 
which was made to Us of this Matter, We judged by this Means the intereſts 
of England would be ſeparated from thole of Our Republick, whereas We 


think ther inſeparable : And ſince it is evident that they areſo, We could 


draw no other Concluſion from this Proceeding, than that France had a mind 
to put an End to theſe Conferences, and to grant none of the Securities De- 
manded, and which are ſo neceſſary for the Preſervation of Your Majeſties 
Kingdoms. and ofour State. We are obliged to make all this known to Your 
Majeſty, and do again Proteſt, That our Intereſts being the ſame with thoſe 
of Your Majeſty, in this preſent Negotiation, and not be ſeparated one from 
the other, We will not ſuffer them by any means to be divided. At the ſame 


time, Sir, We cannot but Repreſent to Your Majeſty the great need We have 


of being Aſſiſted, without loſs of Time, if We will prevent the Ruine that 
threatens Us, and the evident Danger We are in. Your Majeſty knows per- 
fectly well the State ofour Affairs, and will eaſily judge, if it is poſſible, in 
the Condition We are, to reſiſt the Forces of France, ſo much Superior to 
ours: Which was the Reaſon of our earneſt Requeſt to Your Majeſty to 
perform the Treaty made, with the Approbation of the Parliament, in the 
Year 1678. Between King Charles the Second (of Glorious Memory) and 
this State. We do now repeat out moſt preſſing Inſtances, that We may 
"ave ſpeedily the Succours Stipulated, and the entire Effect of the ſaid Treaty. 

We hope Your Majeſty will Seriouſly Conſider the State We are in, e- 
ſpecially after the poſitive Aſſnrances Your Majeſty has given Us, That Your 
Parliament had Reſolved to Incereft themſelves with Vigour, for Our Pre- 


{ervacion, and to Aſſiſt Us in Our preſent Neceſſity, by Furniſhing the 


Succours Agreed on. We will Acquaint Your Majeſty with the Poſture 
France puts it ſelf in, and your Majeſty will thereby Judge, whether Our 
Fear, which Animates Our Demands, is ill grounded. Frence not being 


ſatisfied with having taken Poſſeſſion of all the Places that belonged to Sp in | 


in the Netherlands, does daily put into them, and cauſes actually to March 
thither very formidable Forces. They are Drawing a Line from the Schelde 
near An'wery, to the M.zs, and beginning another Line, as We are Informed, 


from Antwerp, to Offend. They ſend to the Places which are neareſt to 
Our Frontiers, a very great Number of Cannon. They Erect, with all Dili- 


gence 
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gence, a great many Magazines in Flanders, Brabant, & Iders, and at Namure, 


which they fill with all Sorts of Ammunition and Proviſion for War, beſides 


the vaſt Quantities of Forage they lay upevery where. They Build Forts 
under the Cannon of Our Towns. Moreover ther have Endeavour d. and 
do (till Endeavour without ceaſing, to ſeparate the Princes Our Friends trom 
Our Intereſt, and to Engage them in their Alliance, or at lcaſt io a Neutrality. 
In fine Our Friends are made Uſeleſs to Us, by the Intreagues and Diviſions 
in the Empire, and.thoſe of France Augmented, ſo hat We are Surrounded 
on all Sides, except by Sea. You ſee, Sir, without any Diſguile,the true State 
and Condition to which we are reduced, without the Addition of any Thing 
but what is Matter of Fact. This makes Us hope, That as Your Majeſty 
knows perfectly well Our Affairs, You will Agree with Us, That Our Con- 
dition at preſent is worſe than it was during the laſt War, and worſe than if 


We were actually in War, ſince they Build Forts under the (annon of Our 


Strong Places, and make Lines along Our Frontiers, and that we cannot hin- 
der them, as We could do, if We were in War. Theſe Reaſons Oblidge Us 


to put Our Selves into a Defenſive Condition, more than if we were actually 


Attacked 5 To put Our Country under Water: And even to cut Our Dykes 
to ſecure Our Frontiers. We find Our Selves forced to make Uſe of theſe 
Means, and whatever elſe We could have done in an open War, inſomuch 
tharOur Subjects ſuffer already more than they did in the laſt War. Hitherto the 
Winter has been ſome ſort of a (mall Security to Us: That Seaſon is now paſt, 
and We do Expettevery Moment tobe Invaded and Over-run, unleſs We are 
ſpeedily Succoured. We do promiſe it Our Selves from You, Sir, elpecially 
ſince it has pleaſed Your Majefty to Aſſure Us, That Your Parliameat had 
t ken favour ble Reſolutions in Our Behalf. And as Our Neceſſity is very 
preſſing, ſo We Beſeech Your Majefty to Confider well the Extremity we are 
ib, and the l aſſibility we are under of avoiding the Total Ruine and over- 
throw of our State, if We are lett in this Condition. Sir, We Believe the 
Tatereſt of Exgland ſo cloſely United to ours, that We will expoſe our Selves 
to all Events, rather than.ſuffer them to be Separated, or to take any other 
Meaſures than in Concert with Your Majeſty. It is very needleſs to repreſent 
to Your Majeſty, That the Preſervation of Your own Kingdoms ſhould en- 
gage You to prevent our Ruine, ſeing We think their Lols is inſeperable 
from ours. The Reaſons, Sir, are better known to You than to Us, as well 
as rhe Fatal Confequences they will be expoſed to, in leaving us in thiscon- 
dition; which perſwades Us, that by Your Majeſties great Prudence, and the 
; faremtictiset Your parliament, Tou will direct all things ſo, as to ler 
Europe ſee, that nothing is more conducing to its Safety t*:r the Alliances 
with England, and Your Friendſhip for Us; We expect witnout Delay the 
Succours and Performance of the atoremeucioned Treaty, and pray to God, 


SIR, 
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SIR, 


To Preſerve Your M-jeſties Sacred Perſon in a long ſtate of Heath, nd 
Your Dominions in a flouriſhing Condition. 


At the Hague, the 13th of May, 1701. 


Your- Majeſties 
Very humble Servants, 


The States General of the United Provinces, 
ISWichers. 


By Order of the States, 
. Flagel. 


Die Veneris 9. Maij, 1701. 


T's nn by the Lords Spiritual 4 A 
Temporal in ne Aſembled, 


That the Tranſlation of the States Ge. 
neral Letter to His Majeſty, the 13th 
of May, 1701. Read this Day in — 
Houſe, ſhall be forthmit, Printed and 
Publiſhed 


Matth. Silt, 5 
Cleric Parliamentor 


